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DEDICATION.

In the name of the Jurisdiction of Liberia,
and to the sacred memory of Prince Hall, the
Hametic link of the Craft in America, with
the Craft universal, is this little pamphlet
dedicated.




THE GRAND MASTER OF LIBERIAN
FREEMASONRY.

JUDGE C. T. 0. KING, 33°
Entered his eleventh vear as the head of Symi-
bolic Masonry in Liberia, Dec. 27th, 1899, A
Royal Arch Mason and M. P Sov. . Grand
Commander of The Supreme Grand Council
AcA S R 33°% of the Republic of Liberia.
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Office of Grand Master,
Monrovia, Dec. 30, 1899.
James Robert Spurgeon, Esqr., |

Grand Orator, St. John’s Evangelist Feast Day and Right Wor-
shipful Grand Lecturer of the Republic of Liberia.

My Dear Sir and Brother,

I have the honor to return you herewith the manuscript of the
oration delivered before the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Hon-
orable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of the Republic of Li-
beria on the occasion of Saint John the Evangelist Feast Day, Dec.
27, 1899; which after a very careful and earnest perusal I have found to
be of interest and to also contain rich and wvaluable Masonic thought
and information which could be made serviceable and beneficial to the
members of the Craft.

I now seize this opportunity of extending to you again my personal
congratulations for the high position which this your oration has placed
you in Masonic literary circles of the world.

Believe me to be,
Yours most faithfully,
1. O KING,
Grand Master.




His EXCELLENCY, THE PRESIDENT OF
LIBERIA.

HON. WILLIAM DAVID COLEMAN, 33°.

R, W. Senior Grand Wavden and Fliustrious
Deputy of the A A .S R Rite jfor Liberia
and Grand Representative of the United Su-
preme Council, 33°, U. S, A., of Washington,
D. C., Southern and Western Jurisdiction, near
the Supreme Grand Council of Liberia.




Executive Mansion,
Monrovia, April 29, 1900.
Dr. James R. Spurgeon,
Dear Sir:

Having read with interest the Oration delivered by you before
the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free Masons in the Republic of Liberia, in the City of Monrovia, De-
cember 27th, A. D. 1899. I think it is worthy to be numbered among
the masterpieces of Masonic Orations; and for the instructive matter
it contains, I think it should be published not only to be read by the
members of the Fraternity, but by others for general instruction.

Fraternally yours,
W. D. COLEMAN, 33°.




His EXCELLENCY, THE SECRETARY OF
STATE.

REV. DR. G. W. GIBSON, 33°.

R W Grand Chaplain, also Ill. Minister of
State of the Supreme Grand Council A..A..
SR, .of Liberia.




Department of State,
Monrovia, Jan. 3, 1900.
Dear Mr. Spurgeou,
I herewith return the manuscript of your able oration—*‘The T ost
Word or the Search for Truth.”

Please accept my thanks for the privilege of perusing the same, which
I find both interesting and instructive.

I am glad to know that you have been requested to print the docu-
ment for circulation. For it contains much that will prove helpful to
the members of the Fraternity in this country, who like myself have
not the leisure nor the facilities for deep research into the history and
principles of the ordar.

Your oration will inspire the younger m=mbars of the Institution here
with a disposition to lock beyond the ‘‘mere ceremonies and rites,”’ the
‘‘dazzling brilliancy of the silver tinsel and golden gilt,”’ to find the
value of Freemasonry. They will discover that the excellencies of
Fraternity consist in the inculcation of the duties that the ‘“Breth-
ren’’ owe to God, to Humanity, and to the civil authority—Ilessons
that cannot be too strongly impressed upon Free and Accepted Masons
everywhere.

Yours, &ec.,
G. W. GIBSON.




SENATOR FOR MONTSURRADO.

HON. A, B. KING, 33°.
R W. Deputy Grand Muster, Royal Arch

Mason and Knights Templar.  Also LI Grand
Commander of The Supreme Grand Council
A A8 R of Liberia.




Kembah Lodge, Clay-Ashland,
St. Paul's River, 6 March, 1900.
Hon. James R. Spurgeon, LI.D.,
U. S. Legation,
Monrovia,
INustrious and Worthy Brother:—

I am sending you my tardy congratulations by this post. Your St.
John’s Oration (27. Dec. 139g) was a rare treat to the masonic frater-
nity in Liberia. It is quite evident that you gave the grave subjects so
ably handled by your great study. And still you must be a young ma-
son, from your very appearance. The future is big with promise for
you. I trust I may live to s2e you occupy the ancient seat in the Grand
East in the Republic of Liberia.

I am an adherent of the order because it is the only institution, or-
ganization, or society, with which I am connected (and of which I
know) that practically overcomes all prejudices and removes all differ-
ences among men and unites them as BROTHERS of ONE FATHER, a-
mong whom the only contenticn that can arise is the worthy emulation
“‘of who can best work and who can best agree.”

Fraternally Yours,
ALFRED B. KING.




EX-ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC
oF LIBERIA AND GENERAL SUPT. OF
PuBLIC INSTRUCLION,

PROF. JULIUS C. STEVENS, 33°.

R. W, Junior Grand Warden, ). D. Grand
Patron of 0. E. S.in Liberia and Secrelary
Geneval H.o.E.*. of the Supreme Grand Coun-
cil A.r A5 Rile, of Liberia.




Monrovia, Liberia,
Jan., 31, 1900.
IIl. -. Brother J. R. Spurgeon, 33°.

Please allow me, among many others, to extend to you my most
hearty congratulations for your truly able oration on last St. John Di-
vine's feast day.

During my many year's connection with the craft it has rarely been
my pleasure to listen to such an all-around, up-to-the-mark masonic ad-
dress.

The brethren of the craft have cause to rejoice while such stand forth
to instruct in mysteries.

You have indeed set a high mark to all successors who shall have
that duty imposed upon them.

But it is well that it should be so, for if the front lights be held high
they will the better illuminate the darkness, and we shall the sooner
set our foot in the path which will surely lead us to the place where
we shall find that which we seek.

Again, accept my congratulations, with the hope that good health
may be your constant companion, and the craft still be benefited by
your oratory.

Yours frate_mélly,
J. C. STEVENS, 33°.




Bisaop oF THE DMOCESE OF LIBERIA,
PrROTESTANT EPIscoral, CHURCH.

RT. REV. DR. §. D. FERGUSON, 33°.

P.S. W. Morning Star Lodee No. 6, Cape
Palmas, Liberia. Alse M. W. of Rose Croix
Chapter at Monravia.




Monrovia, Feb. 16th, 1900.

Dr. J. R. Spurgeon, 33°, P. G. J. W.

My dear Brother:

The Oration which you delivered before the Grand Iodge of the
Republic of Liberia should be preserved, and therefore I am glad that
it is to be put in print.

In its preparation you have done justice to yourself, to the Craft and
to the august occasion. In these days when the shadow of most good
things is mistaken for the substance, he is blessed who has the ability
and the will to lead the minds of others in ‘“T'he search for Truth;"’ and
I trust that your labor has not been in vain. But if it fail to awaken
in the breast of some, and to more deeply impress upon the minds of
others, the true character of Masoury, the fault will not be yours.

Wishing yvou continued success, I remain,

Yours fraternally,
S. D. FERGUSON, 33°.




THE JUDGE OF THE CoURT OF COMMON PLEAS
AND QUARTER SESSION IN THE COUNTY
OF MONTSURRADO, LIBERIA.

HON. HILARY W. TRAVIS, 33°.

Puast Grand Junior Warden of the G. L. of
Liberin. Aiso Commander of Hisperio Con-
sistory 32°, A A.".S.. Rite Jurisdiction of the
Supreme Grand Council.




Ex-POSTMASTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF
LinERIA.

HON. ELIJAH C. JOIINSON, 33°.

R. W. Grand Secvetary of the Grand Lodge
of the Republic of Liberia and a Soverign
Grand Inspector Generval of the Supreme Grand
Council of Liberia.




Tar TREASURER OF THE REPURLIC OF
LIBERTA,

HON. T. W. HOWARD, 33°

R. . Grand Treasuver of the G. L. of Li-

berin. Also [l Master of the Lodge of Perfec-

tion, A.".A.".S.". Rile and Grand Representative

Srom the Grand Spanish Orient near the Su-
preme Grand Council of Liberia.




THE GRAND ORATOR AND R. W. GRAND
LECTURER OF THE GRAND LLODGE OF
LIBERIA,

JAMES ROBERT SPURGEON, 33°.

Fast Grand Junior Warden of the G. L. of
Kentucky. FPast D. D. Grand High Priest of
The G. Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Ky.
Fast R. E. Grand Generalissimo of the Grand
Commandery of Kuights Templar of Ken-
tucky and Indiana. Sublime Prince of the
Royal Secret in Jonathan Davis Consistory
No. 1, Waskington, D. C., and lllustrious Le-
gate from the United Supreme Council, 33
arnd Last Degree A.-.A.".5. . Rile, Washing-
ton, D. C., tolhe Supreme Grand Council of
the Republic of Liberia, in which he serves as
Hlustricus Grand Mastzr of Ceremonies.




PREFFECE

dince the delivery of this oration the repeated requests from members
of the fraternity for copies of it and the generally expressed desire among
the fraters for the same to be published, and these requests emphasized
by the accompanying testimonials from His Excellency, the President of
the Republic and other high officers of the Liberian Government, who
are also distinguished for their zeal and interest in the craft, actuated
me to present in pamphlet form this address.

Of its literary fate I am but little concerned since the judgment of a
critical public will determine its status. Be that decision what it may
if in its effect upon the individuals of our Ancient and Honorable Fra-
ternity it has inspired a higher conception; if it has created a thirst for
deeper research; if it makes men better, helps them as Christians, that
they may know that they are the sons of God—then for my effort I am
amply rewarded.

Yours fraternally,
JAMES ROBERT SPURGEON.
UNITED STATES LEGATION,
MoNRoOVIA, LIBERIA,
JUNE 24, 1900.




The Lost Word,
The Search for Truth.

MosT WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER, WARDENS AND BROTHERS OF
THE MosT WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF FREE MASONS IN THE RE-
PUBLIC OF LIBERIA: In pursuance toan ancient custom floating down
the stream of time, on this hallowed Feast-day of St. John, the Evang-
elist, in solemn procession as Masons, we have journeyed to the house
of God, to offer up our thanksgiving in public assembly, for the
blessings of our Masonic year, and the hope we entertain for the future,
to pray for mercies in prospect and to hear from this rostrum a disqui-
sition on the moral and religious purposes of our Ancient and Honora-
ble Fraternity. Then,

‘‘Hail, Eternal, by whose aid
All created things were made:
Heav'n and earth, Thy vast design;
Hear us, Architect Divine!
May our work begun in Thee,
Ever blest with order be.

And may we when labor cease
Part in harmony and peace,
By thy glorious Majesty,

By the trust we place in Thee,
By the badge and mystic sign,
Hear us, Architect Divine!"

This is indeed an auspicious occasion and I felicitate myself on be-
ing deemed worthy in the estimation of this Ancient and Honorable Fra-
ternity to represent them with an address on Freemasonry.

As I stand within this sacred inclosure and see accompanying the
Grand Master, His Excellency the President of this Republic wear-
ing the apparel of a Mason and the jewel of the Senior Grand Warden
and with him, the Attorney-General illuminated with the jewel and tin-
sel of Junior Grand Warden, the Secretary of State officiating at the al-
tar and the brotherhood in general, among whom I recognize Judges,
Senators, Representatives, lawyers, doctors and ministers, merchants
and artisans, white men and black men, the Dutchman vieing with the
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German, the Englishman with the American, T am moved to exclaim
with the poet: :

“Worthy Masons all,

Worthy Masons all,

The Republie, the Craft;

And the Mystic tie;

Worthy Masons all.”’

Turning again and seeing over this beautiful and spacious edifice, our
wives and our danghters, our mothers and our sisters and the widows of
our departed brothers accompanied by the populace in general of your
capital city, all seemingly questioning as they behold you in your appar-
el of blue, bedecked and adorned with silvery tinsel and golden lace,
surrounded with the jewels, symbols and implements of an institution to
them a mystery, “Whoareyou?"’ ‘'From whence came you, and whith-
er are you journeying?"’

Assuming as my subject the exegetics of the symbol in ““The Lost
Word” which is the Search for Truth-—I will endeavor to lift this vail
of mystery that the profane may realize that Masonry, though in the
world is not of it—that the brothers may be reassured that as the neo-
phyte imbues the principles of our esoteric ceremonies, he has entered
upon the investigation of a philosophy and a science, the purity and the
morality of which, though vailed in allegory and illustrated by symbols,
are as ancient as the world, high as the blue canopied sky and degep as
the bowels of the earth, :

‘‘Nature indeed inspires devotion. The air is full of signs, the sky
of tokens, the ground of memoranda and signatures; gvery object is cov-
ered with hints that speak intelligibly to the intelligent.”’ Our ancient
ancestor Adam of ages prehistoric received by divine inspiration, and di-
fect communication with Diety, the esoteric principles and certitudes

of Masonic philosophy, In thatcommunication he received ‘*“The Word"’
aud “The Word was God.”" St. John the Baptist, the symbol of whom
we recognize in the right parallel, is our authority for that. ‘‘Behold
what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because
it knew Him not.”” Thisis the testimony of Saint John, the Evange-
list, in whose name and praise we are here today and for whose rectitude
and zealous faith, the brothers of our Ancient Craft are doubtless now,
bowing at a common shrine in India and China, Africa and Australia,
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Europe and America. Wherever the light of the Christian's faith has
penetrated, they bow and kneel on this day, that the world may know
that as Freemasons we are in search of the “‘Lost Word''—that which
was committed to father Adam and brother T'ubal-cain—but lost in its
purity through disobedience, sin and death. Hence,

“‘Let us hope the Sacred Book,
“The compass and the sguare;
May guide and circumscribe the craft

Henceforth and ev where.

To celebrate the Mason's art,

The world’s historic page

Its beauties, aye, will mirror forth,
And tell from age to age.

In looking for the evidence of the claims of Freemasonry if you limit
yvour research to our ceremonies and rites—to the external appearances
of our jewels and implements and the rich hue and dazzling brilliancy of
the silver tinsel and golden gilt, which adorns the royal purple, your
labors will be in vain. Would vou be successful in this ‘*Search for the
Lost Word,”' confound not the outward and extrensic forms and cere-

* monies with the internal philosophy of Masonic Science.

“‘Prudent antiquity,’’ says Lord Coke, “did for more solemnity and
better memory and observation of that which is to be done, express sub-
stances under ceremonies.”” Hence, as a great masonic scholar has
said: ‘“‘Ceremony is the outer garment which covers and perhaps
adorns-it as clothing does the human figure,

“‘But divest man of that outward apparel angd vou still have the mi-
crocosm, the wondrous creation with all his nerwves and bones and mus-
cles, and above a]l, with his brain and thoughts and feelings.”

In the same manner take from Masonry its external ceremonies and
paraphernalia and there stiil remains its philosophy and science.

In Masonic Philosophy we are engaged in the contemplation of the di-
vine and human character; of Deity as one eternal, self-existent being.
Qur shibboleth is—Deus durat semper et ubigue et durationem sparti-
um constituit. Since the inscipiency of our Mysteries this has been the
doctrine propagated by Freemasonry in contradiction to the mythology
of the ancient 1'»coplc.-: which as the historian informs us, ‘“was burden-
ed with a multitude of gods and goddesses, of demigods and heroes.”
Freemagonry presented man as an immortal being preparing in the pres-
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ent for an eternal future. As the novice received its light, he exclaim-
ed, Eternitasest una individua et tota simul. Hence Deity and the Im-
mortality ot the soul compose the philosophy of Freemasonry. For its
foundation you must turn to the remote ages of antiquity. You must
wander among the pyramids and obelisks of Egvpt. You must journey
toward that ancient Empire established by Nimrod between the Tigris
and the Euphrates; you must revel among the ancient kingdoms of Assy-
ria, Phoenicia, India and Persia, Greece and Rome, whose priests and
prophets in the blackness of their ignorance after the ‘“Word was Lost”’
preserved the connecting link through the Sun, Moon and stars. In its
iiluminating power they recognized the First Great Cause; accepting
the heavenly bodies as symbols of Deity whom they regarded as the
source of every good and perfect gift and the defender of every moral
virtue. In their feast oblations well might they have carolled Nature’'s
song:

*The spacious firmament on high,
With all the blue ethereal sky,

And spangled heavens a shining frame;
Their great Original proclaim:

The unwearied sun from day to day
Does his Creator’s power display,

And publishes to every land,

The work of an Almighty Hand.

“‘Soon as the evening shades prevail
The moon takes up the wondrous tale,
And nightly to the listening earth,
Repeats the story of her birth;

Whilst all the stars that round her burn
And a1l the planets in their turn,
Confirm the tidings as they roll,

And spread the truth from pole to pole.

““What though in solemn silence all,
Move round this dark terrestrial ball;
What though no real voice nor sound,
Amidst their radiant orbs be found:
In reason’s ear they all rejoice,

And utter forth a glorious voice,
Forever singing as they shine,

“The Hand that made us is divine,’ "
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Amidst the intellectual darkness and debasement of the old polythe-
istic 1ellg101w we find dispersed here and there in all ages certain insti-
tutions or associations which disseminated the doctrine of Deity and the
Immortality of the soul in a particular way, that was in allegories and
svmbols.

Hence, inasmuch as our science of morality is vailed in alle gory and
illustrated by symbols, we are justified in contending that Freemsonry
as we find it today, the direct guccessor of the Ancient Mysteries, is in
Search of Truth—Ad actu posse valet illatio.

In further proof of this exalted mission of Freemasonry and its oti-
gin, I ask you to review with me Mackey’s Fifteen Propositions on the
Origin of Masonic Philosophy.

Proposition (1) holds that “‘In the very earliest ages of the world,
there were existent certain truths of vast 1mport'mce to the welfare and
happiness of humanity which had been communicated, no matter how
but most probably by direct inspiration from God to man.’”’

Proposition (2) contends ‘“That these truths principally consisted
in the abstract propositions of the unity of God and the Immortality of
the soul."”’

Proposition (3) contends that ‘“T'hese truths of God and Immortality
were most probably handed down through the line of patriarchs of the
race of Seth, but were at all events known to Noah and were by him
communicated to his immediate descendants.”’

Proposition (4) holds that ‘‘In consequence of this communication,
the true worship of God continued for some time, after the subsidence
of the deluge, to be cultivated by the Noachidz or the descendants of
Noah."

Proposition (5) says, ‘‘At a subsequent period, (no matter when, but
the Biblical record places it at the attempted building of the Tower of
Babel) there wasa secession of a large number of the human race from
the Noachites.”

In proposition (6) we learn that ‘“The seceders rapidly lost sight of the
divine truths which had been communicated to them from their common
ancestors, and fell into the most grevious theological errors, corrupting
the purity of the worship 'md the orthodoxy of the religious faith which
they had primarily received.’

In the (7th) we see that ‘“These truths were preserved in their integri-
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ty by but a very few in the patriarchal line, while still fewer were ena-
bled to retain only dim and glimmering portions of the true light.”

For the “Word was Lost’”’ and our brothers feared forever. DBut to
the praise and glory of Immanuel who afforded the substitute, we are
enabled to continue the Search until we have attained the Truth.

In proposition (8) we see that ‘“The first class of seekers was confined
to the direct descendants of Noah, and the second was to be found
among the Priests and philosophers and perhaps still later among the
poets of the heathen nations and among those whom they initiated in-
to the secrets of these truths.”’

Proposition (g) states that ‘“The system or doctrine of the former
class has been called by Masonic Writers ‘Pure or Primitive Freemason-
ry,’ and that of the latter class ‘Spurious Freemasonry of Antiquity.” "’

These terms were first used according to Brother Mackey by Dr. Oli-
ver of I'ngland and are intended to refer the word pure, to the doe-
trines taught, by the descendants of Noah in the Jewish line and the
word spurious to his heathen or Gentile line.

In proposition (11) it is held and justly so that *“The errors of the
heathen religions were gradual corruptions of the truths taught by No-
ah."

In proposition (12) we learn that ‘“Those among the masses: —and
there were some—who were made acquainted with the truth, received
their knowledge by means of an initiation into certain sacred mysteries
in the 1 osom of which it was concealed from the public gaze."

We sze in proposition (i3) that ‘“The Mysteries existed in every
country of heathendom, in each under a different name and to some ex-
tent under a different form but always and everywhere with the same
design of inculcating by allegorical and symbolical teachings the great
Masonic doctrines of the unity of God and the Immortality of the soul.”

Proposition (14) says that *“I'hese two divisions of the Masonie Insti-
tution, namely, the Pure or Primitive Freemasonry and the Spurious
Freemasonry, flowed down the stream of time in parallel currents, often
near together but never commingling.”

But proposition (15) declares that ‘“They were not always to be kept
apart, for springing in the long anterior ages from one common foun-
tain, the Ancient Priesthood of which I have aiready spoken—then di-
vided into Pure and Spurious Freemasonry of Antiquity. Separated for
centuries upon centuries they at last met at the building of King Solo-
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mon’s Temple and were united through the fellowship of Solomon with
Hiram of Tyre and Hiram Abiff."’

Here the ‘“‘Legenda Aurea'' of Masonry received its birth. In sub-
stantiation of these Masonic propositions, the Book of Raziel, an an-
cient Kabbalistic work on the divine Mysteries, says: *“T'hat Adam was
the first to recieve these mysteries. Afterwards when driven out of
Paradise he communicated them to his son Seth; Seth communicated
them to Enoch, Enoch communicated them to Methuselah, Methuselah
to Lamech, Lamech to Noah,” Noah to Shem, Shem to Abraham, Abra-
ham to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob, Jacob to Levi, Levi to Kelhoth, Kelhoth to
Amram, Amram to Moszas, Moses to Joshua, Joshua to the elders, the
elders communicated them to the prophets, the prophets to the wise
men and then from one 10 another until they were communicated to
King Solomon.’ It was here then at King Solomon's temple behind
the vails of the Sanctum Sanctorium our Mystic Craft, though kissed by
death in the fall of Adam, was saluted by Immortality in the work of

the temple.
There the craft as we know her today began the Mystic Search as op-

erative and speculative masons, In the labyrinth of its beauty, wisdom
and power symbolized in its colonnades of Ionic and Corinthian beauty,
its stupendous magnitude of architectural grandeur; the intellectual fac-
ulties were enerved and the mind began to contemplate with the imple-
ments of their profession, art and craft, upon the sublime teachings of
the brothers and fellows who had gone before them.

As Callimachus at the grave of the Grecian Maiden found the type of
his Corinthian Column, our brothers see in its beauty, grandeur and
stability, the God of love, wisdom and power. Though we learn alle-
gorically of the unfinished condition of the temple—symbolically as we
behold the weeping virgin standing over the Brooken Colummn, the urn
of sacred contents in one hand, the acacia of timely notice in the other,
and father time, with the scythe in one hand and the fingers of the oth-
er entwined in the wrinklets of her hair, we are assured that with pa-
tience and perseverance all things are attained at last.

It is fortunate for Africa and an everlasting benediction to Masonry
universally that within the archives of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of this Republic, the Ancient Mysteries of Masonry are deposit-
ed; its rites and ceremonies, Landmarks and Regulations as transmit-
ted and acknowledged by the Grand Lodge of England are practiced and
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its philosophy as delivered by the Great Architect of the Universe, pure
and unblemished, is taught and inculcated.

Then my brothers, having a just, regular and perfect possession of the
tie of universal brotherhood, let us exclaim in the words of Albert Pike:

"“The truer life draws nigher,
Every year;

And its morning star climbs higher,
Every year;

Earth's hold on us grows slighter,

And the heavy burden lighter,

And the Dawn Immortal brighter,
Every year.”

In her high ‘and exalted purpose the craft is essentially the handmaid
of the church. ' It does not meddle with sectarian creeds or doctrines

but teaches fundamental religious truth.

It affords no plan of salvation,’”” but the true Christian Mason will
find, if he perseveres in the ‘‘Search for Truth,” abundant types and
shadows of his own exalted and divinely inspired faith. ;

‘It inculcates the practice of virtue but it supplies no scheme for re-
demption for sin. It points its adherents to the path of righteousness
but it does not claim to be the way, the truth and the life.”” But with
the Church Masonry clasps the glad hand of fraternity and solemnly
pledges herself for the improvement of the Nation and home. Hand-in-
hand with the Church she espouses the principles of brotherly love, re-
lief and truth. Hand-in-hand with the Church Masonry preserves in
their purity the cardinal tenets of the revealed Word.

With the Church, hand-in-hand she proclaims the gospel of labor and
the dignity of man.

““Pure is her aim, and in her temper mild,
Her wisdom seems the weakness of a child;
She makes excuses where she might condemn,
Reviled by those who hate her, prays for them;
Suspicion lurks not in her artless breast;

The worst suggested, she believes the best.

Not soon provoked, however stung and teased,
And if perhaps made angry soon appeased:
Sher rather waives than will dispute her right,
And injured, makes forgiveness her delight.”

) 19
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As Masons we love wisdom, we cherish liberty, we support equality
and venerate fraternity. As Masons our craft would have its adherents
to do the right because it is right and not because it is expedient. As
Masons, the brothers, whetherstanding on the level or acting by the
plumb or parting on the square, willalways exalt inward purity above
outward pomp and show. As Masons and citizens, in the time of this
Nation's need they will show themselves its most patriotic band—for ev-
ery Mason stands pledged to support the laws of his country and to re-
spect those in authority. When national honor is assailed, they are
among the first to unsheath the sword and when the foe is conquered
with the first they extend the friendly hand of peace.

Their interest in society—their devotion to the cause of humanity is
none the less abated, by their zeal for the Nation.

As long as the tears of a widow fall, or the cries of an orphan is
heard—and there remains an innocent maiden in need of a champion—
the Freemason's work will be undone. Like Solomon of old who receiv-
ed and honored Sheba—we as men good and true, salute and acknowl-
edge the nobility of womanhood and the sanctity of her home. For,

““We're true and sincere,
And just to the fair;

Who will trust us anywhere:
No mortal can more

The ladies adore
Than afree and accepted mason.”

To thee, O beautiful Order of the Eastern Star—the one bright light
in the path of Masonic exclusion—we hear again plight our faith and
reaffirm to thee fidelity. In thy emblematic light we recognize the tri-
umph of right. Hence, in our Mystical Research thou shalt have thine
own desert. - And thou, O Ancient and Honorable Fraternity, born with
the dawn of light, developed in the ages of darkness and refused to be
downed—while ‘‘all others have perished; perished with the empires
where they originated, perished with the priesthood to which they gave
power—perished with the temples and alters which time has overthrown
——perlqhed to never be revived’'—pursue thine onward journey. ‘“T'he
‘temples of Baalbec, Karnak and Jerusalem will not be rebuilt. The al-
tars of Mexico will not be reconstructed. ‘I'he Parthenon will not be
repaired and the Pantheon will not again welcome: the gods of all na-
tions,”’—for Masonry prehistoric and ancient with them all—in the

L.of C.
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Search for Truth, has found that which was lost. 'Truth is established;
God reigns; Immortality is secured. Hence, brothers and fellows toil
onward, mount upward, until in that light which never fadeth, by I
Am, the Great Architect of the Universe, and in the name of Imman-
uel, we shall be crowned forever.







